BELISARIUS

ACT  III

ANASTASIUS.                                 What harm, my lord ?

It was the lady that I wished to wed,
Neither her father nor her property.

BELISARIUS. Home with her; you did wrong to bring her here!

ANASTASIUS. It was her will compelled me like a flood,
Or like a rapid flame, or shooting star,
Or all things quick and bright.

JUSTINIAN (to JOANNINA).                     What did you hope For,

Coming to me ?

JOANNINA.                     That you would stay your hand

Against my father till your equal mind
Should, from the mass of hate and prejudice,
Have sifted out the truth.

JUSTINIAN.                                  That will I do.

JOANNINA, Then shall you know my father blameless, sire.

JUSTINIAN. Oh, foolish heart!  So much we have believed
Until this hour; might we think so still!
But there are proofs more strong than our desires.
Those men confessed his treason.

(Pointing to UNIGATUS and JULIAN.)

JOANNINA.                                              Unigatus!

Against my father ?   There is some mistake;
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